
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: February 6, 2017 

TO: Inspector General, Assistant Inspectors General and 
Deputy Assistant Inspectors General 

FROM: Scott Levine 
Associate Counsel / OIG FOIA Officer 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request (EPA-HQ-2017-003526) 

The Office of Counsel received the attached FOIA request and needs your assistance in 
identifying and forwarding responsive documents. OIG Procedure 502: Freedom of 
Information Act, Privacy Act, Congressional and News Media Requests for Documents 
requires that you or your designee direct a comprehensive and thorough search for hard copy 
and electronic files (including emails) within your office and from your staff. The search 
should be conducted in all logical and reasonable locations and should be sent to all staff that 
may have responsive records.  If you have any questions as to what may be potentially 
released, please contact me by phone or email.  

Within five working days of this memo, 

1. Please forward the responsive documents in electronic format to the Office of
Counsel. Please have your designated staff person load the responsive material in
your folder under G:\OIG-FOIA.

2. If you have any concern about the release of any specific material in the responsive
records, please identify that material and provide an explanation.

3. If your office needs additional time to search for records or if you are unable to
provide the records in an electronic format, please contact me as soon as possible. If
your search requires more than two hours, please contact the FOIA Officer before
continuing.

Note: Current Government-wide policy requires all agencies to interpret FOIA requests as 
broadly as possible.  In the spirit of transparency, please include all potentially responsive 
documents for consideration. If you are uncertain about how to interpret a request, please contact 
me. 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

OFFICE OF  
INSPECTOR GENERAL
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EPA-HQ-2017-003526 
FROM:  Inspector General, Assistant Inspectors General and 
  Deputy Assistant Inspectors General 
 
TO:  Scott Levine 
  Associate Counsel / OIG FOIA Officer 
 
I have reviewed the attached FOIA request and hereby certify that: 

 
(   )  I have forwarded an electronic copy of all responsive OIG records from my office;   
 
(   )  I located responsive records generated by non-OIG EPA offices and have forwarded         
        those records electronically to OC for referral to the Agency;  
 
(   )  My office has no responsive records for this request; 
 
(   ) Other: _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Additionally, I hereby certify that the following systems were searched: 
  

(   )  IGEMS 
 (   )  Lotus Notes / Outlook 
 (   )  Chron Files 
 (   )  AutoAudit 
 (   )  Other System(s) (please list) ____________________________________________ 
 
Are you aware of any other offices that may have responsive documents?  If so, please list: 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
  
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Printed Name 
 
_________________________________  _____________ 
Signature      Date 
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From: Elkins, Arthur
To: Mason, Darryl; Levine, Scott
Subject: RE: New FOIA request: EPA-HQ-2017-003526
Date: Thursday, February 16, 2017 7:36:21 PM

Darryl and Scott,
 
I checked my e-mails related to subject and have no responsive documents that refer to the Politico
article at question. If additional info is needed, please let me know.
 
Thank you.
 
Art
 

From: Mason, Darryl 
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 3:24 PM
To: Elkins, Arthur <Elkins.Arthur@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: New FOIA request: EPA-HQ-2017-003526
 

Sir,
When you get a moment, can we connect on this FIOA request?
 
From: Levine, Scott 
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 2:17 PM
To: Mason, Darryl <Mason.Darryl@epa.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request: EPA-HQ-2017-003526
 
Hi Darryl,
 
Please see the attached FOIA request, EPA-HQ-2017-003526, directed to the Inspector General. The
requester is seeking information related to a Politico article
(http://www.politico.com/story/2017/02/federal-workers-signal-app-234510). However, the request
is very specific in what it is seeking. The requester is seeking any email sent or received by Art on
February 2, 2017 mentioning or referring to the Politico article. I have also sent this request to Pat
Sullivan.
 
Please let me know if I can provide any additional guidance.
 
Best regards,
Scott
 
---
Scott Levine
Associate Counsel / OIG FOIA Officer
Office of Inspector General, Office of Counsel
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
levine.scott@epa.gov  | (202) 566-0641 
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Clock Days: 15

Due Date: 03/03/2017Case Status: ClosedCase Phase: Closed

EPA-HQ-2017-003526 Request Details 

Requester Information

Existing Comments

Comment Please perfect the request once you review to assure it is a proper request.

Action Detail

02/03/2017 08:52 AM 08/25/2018 10:34 PM Cynthia Floyd-Coleman

Date Created Last Edited On User Name

✏  −

New Comment

0/2000
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From: Mason, Darryl
To: Levine, Scott
Subject: RE: Follow-up re: FOIAs EPA-HQ-2017-003526, 003601, 003753
Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:18:00 AM

Scott,
I apologize for the delay.  I will ensure they are complete ‘this week.’

From: Levine, Scott 
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:17 AM
To: Mason, Darryl <Mason.Darryl@epa.gov>
Subject: Follow-up re: FOIAs EPA-HQ-2017-003526, 003601, 003753

Hi Darryl,

I wanted to quickly follow-up on these three FOIA requests from last week which require a search of
Art’s email for very narrow subjects. Do you have an estimated time of when I should anticipate a
response?

Thanks,
Scott

---
Scott Levine
Associate Counsel / OIG FOIA Officer
Office of Inspector General, Office of Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
levine.scott@epa.gov  | (202) 566-0641  
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EPA-HQ-2017-003526: This request is pretty specific and only directed to Pat Sullivan (I have
requested records from Art in a separate email to Darryl). The requester is specifically looking for
any email sent or received by Pat on February 2, mentioning or referring to a Politico article
(http://www.politico.com/story/2017/02/federal-workers-signal-app-234510).
 
Please let me know if I can provide any additional information or guidance on the above.
 
Scott
 
---
Scott Levine
Associate Counsel / OIG FOIA Officer
Office of Inspector General, Office of Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
levine.scott@epa.gov  | (202) 566-0641  
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